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Report of Official Inquiry 
A panel of the Code of Conduct Commission of the International Cricket Council (ICC) has been invited by the President of ICC to review the report of the Anti-Corruption Unit (ACU) of the ICC presented by Sir Paul Condon QPM, Director of the ACU, and report thereon to the Executive Board of ICC.

The Panel members are Lord Griffiths, Chairman, Mr Richie Benaud, Sir Oliver Popplewell, Chief Justice Nasim Shah and Sir Denys Williams.

Before meeting to discuss the report we had each read the report. We met for a full day to discuss the report on Tuesday 15th May and continued our discussions on Wednesday 16th May. During the first day we met with Sir Paul Condon and had the opportunity to question him on various aspects of the report and on the investigations of the ACU both past and ongoing. We are very grateful to Sir Paul for the assistance we received from him. Obviously we can not reveal in this report all the information he gave us as much of it was of a confidential nature which if revealed would prejudice ongoing investigations by the ACU and by the other National Boards that have instituted enquiries into alleged corruption or are about to institute such enquiries.

This is an excellent but most disturbing report. It traces the insidious growth of the corruption of international cricketers by the illegal betting industry in the 1980's and 1990's after televised cricket had stimulated an enormous increase in illegal gambling on cricket matches. At first the authorities took little action and when it came to the attention of ICC they mistakenly decided it better to hush the matter up rather than bring it into the public domain; at that time they thought they were dealing with isolated incidents rather than a growing cancer. But now the public realises the grave extent of the problem and the damage that has been done to the game. Vigorous action has been taken by some of the National Boards to bring retribution to those who have been guilty of corrupt practices in the past. The Pakistan Cricket Board has banned Salim Malik and Ata-ur-Rehman for life, stripped Wasim Akram of the captaincy and also imposed fines on other players. The Board of Control for Cricket in India has banned the Indian cricket captain Mohammed Azharuddin and Ajay Sharma for life and has imposed 5 year bans on Manoj Prabhakar, Ajay Jadeja and on the team physiotherapist Dr Ali Irani. The United Cricket Board of South Africa has imposed a life ban on Hansie Cronje and six months bans and fines on Gibbs and Williams.

Enquiries are proceeding by the National Boards in Sri Lanka, Australia, New Zealand and the West Indies and we understand a further enquiry will also be undertaken by Pakistan. These may result in the exposure and punishment of other players, umpires or administrators for past corrupt behaviour. But it can at least be said that three of the principal villains have been removed from the game.

However, what we find particularly worrying is, that despite the public disgrace of the banned players, Sir Paul believes that certain persons are still continuing this corrupt association with illegal gambling in cricket. When these persons read Sir Paul's report and realise the effort and resources that are now being devoted to exposing them and others tempted to follow their example and the retribution that will follow exposure, we hope they will think hard before continuing their corrupt activities; particularly now that so much money is coming into international cricket from television that it should be possible for international cricketers to be much more highly rewarded.

The report convinces us that however much we may regret the past and in some cases the difficulties of proving past corruptions, it is upon the present and the future we must concentrate and that every practical measure must be taken to break the links between cricketers and unlawful gambling and return to a game where every player gives of his best.

The report contains 24 recommendations. We recommend that ICC should adopt them all, although we realise that some may be easier to implement than others. We will comment briefly on some of the recommendations.

Education and Awareness 
There are 5 recommendations under this head and we endorse them all.

Recommendation 4 refers to encouraging the reporting of improper approaches. Nobody likes the idea of having to tell tales about his colleagues but stern measures are necessary to stamp out corruption and we repeat the advice we have already given in an earlier report that there should be an obligation on a player to report any corrupt approach to another player of which he becomes aware. We can not find any such obligation in November 2000 Code of Conduct. If it is meant to be achieved by incorporating Appendix A of the ICC Code of

Conduct Commission Terms of Reference into paragraph C of the Code of Conduct paragraphs 9 and 10 we doubt if this achieved the object and it is in any event a very clumsy way to set out an important if unpalatable obligation. We suggest a redraft of the Code of Conduct without resorting to the Terms of Reference of the Code of Conduct Commission.

In addition to this recommendation we suggest that match referees should be instructed to report to ICC any suspicious or unusual characteristics in the conduct of the game as for example very slow batting when a run race was obviously required to win the match, reckless batting when wickets were at a premium, bowling excessive numbers of wides and no balls, or a very large number of lbw decisions against one side; this is not an exhaustive list but illustrative of matters that may give rise to suspicion.

Security and Control 
There are 4 recommendations under this head. These recommendations are aimed at preventing contact between players and bookmakers or gamblers. They are of the utmost importance in breaking the links between cricketers and unlawful gamblers.

For the future, an essential ingredient of the ICC's structure should be that the Security Unit be provided with funds, offices and whatever else might be necessary to prevent and detect corruption.

The ICC must accept that a proper percentage of the money which they have coming in from television rights and all other sources, has to be put into the prevention of corruption and match-fixing.

Every national authority should take immediate steps to ensure the security of their players' dressing rooms at home or on tour. It is difficult to envisage hotel security ever being totally adequate and, in any case, players need space for relaxation and quiet. Draconian measures such as totally banning mobile phones may be difficult to enforce. However, there should be written into the players contracts in every country, that players will be prepared to make available to the ICC's Security Unit, printouts of any mobile phones of which they have use.

These security measures will require the players to surrender some degree of privacy and freedom of action, and in our view they must be looked at together with recommendation number 10. The security measures require the full co-operation of the players themselves and we emphatically support recommendation number 10 which urges ICC to bring the players themselves through their representative body into greater involvement in the administration of the game so that they can share the responsibility for the health of the game and take a real part in the solution of its problems.

Prevention and Investigation of Corruption 
For the immediately foreseeable future the ACU in its present form must continue to operate as envisaged in recommendations 16 and 17. Once security managers have been appointed by ICC and the National Boards, further thought will have to be given to the structure of the ACU and the scope of its operations as foreshadowed in recommendation 19.

The Future of ICC 
It has become apparent that the present structure of ICC is inadequate to run international cricket and to manage the vast sums of money it now receives from television rights and other sources. It is essential that the ICC, within the next 12 months, be geared to provide the best possible infrastructure for control, finance and, in the case of matches under its control, corruption. There is no point in lamenting that this has not been the case in past years; it is a matter of getting it right now and for the future. To this end the recommendations in this report for the future of ICC must be tackled as a matter of urgency.

It is time for all countries, which after all make up the ICC, to ensure that cricket as a game again becomes paramount, and that in the fight against corruption and match-fixing, national pride and embarrassment come a poor second.

